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Dear Sir: 

In response to the Restriction Requirement dated December 16, 2003, Applicant 
provisionally elects the Group I claims comprising claims 1-9 for prosecution. Applicant 
traverses the restriction as between the Group I and Group II claims, but does not traverse the 
restriction of the Group III claims. The invention set forth in claims 1 and 10 each include the 
same four general elements an outer mold, an inner mold, an extraction member, and a 
vacuum source. The claims differ in scope but claim essentially the same invention. The 
Examiner notes that claim 1 states that the inner mold is flexible, while claim 10 states that the 
inner mold is square. While claim 10 does not mention the flexibility feature, flexible inner molds 
are within the scope of claim 10. Similarly, while claim 1 does not define the shape of the inner 
mold, square inner molds are within the scope of claim 1 . Applicant also notes that the Group I 
claims could properly be classified in class 249, subclass 142. In any event, subclasses 142 
and 189 of class 249 will need to be searched, no matter which invention (Group I or Group II) is 
selected. 
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For the foregoing reasons, Applicant respectfully requests that the Group I and Group 
claims be merged into a single group for prosecution. 



By: 




Respectfully submitted, 

MS & BENNETT, P.LJ..C. 

^ $?Fvd/ — 

David E. Bennett ' 
Registration No. 32,194 

P.O. Box 5 
Raleigh, NC 27602 
Telephone: (919)854-1844 
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